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Topic: Preparation Required 
Bible Passage: “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming” (1 Peter 1:13) 
 
Devotion: from Monday, March 7, 2016, Light from the Word 
 FIVE WERE READY.  Five were not.  
 Jesus told a story in Matthew 25:1-13 about ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them took extra oil. The other five did not. The bridegroom 
delayed, causing the virgins to use their extra oil. The five who didn’t have enough oil went to 
buy more and missed the bridegroom’s arrival. The five who had prepared were ready. They 
were invited into the marriage feast. 
 First Peter 1:13 instructs us to prepare our minds and be self-controlled. In other words, 
be ready. Like the five virgins who took action and prepared for the bridegroom’s arrival, we are 
to prepare for Christ’s return. Part of that preparation is having our minds focused and centered 
on God. We are to live in such a way that, when Christ returns, we will be ready to meet Him. 
 The latter part of 1 Peter 1:13 states, “Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.” Knowing that Jesus will return should motivate us to live in 
obedience to His will. The bridegroom’s unknown arrival time motivated five virgins to 
diligently prepare for his coming. Likewise, we should prepare for Christ’s return. 
       -Sheryl Baker  
 
Scripture: (Matthew 24:43 - 44; 25:31-46) 

NSRV NIV 
24:43 But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

24:43 But understand this: If the owner of the 
house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not 
expect him. 

25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
34 Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ 

25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the 
sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ 
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Key Thought: As followers of Christ we are instructed to prepare our minds and be self-
controlled. In other words, be ready. We are to prepare for Christ return. 
 
Why This Matters: Knowing that Christ will return should motivate us to live in obedience to 
His will. 
 
What do you Think?  
 

1. What do the scriptures tell us about obedience? (there are several references for starters 
see: Proverbs 21:3; 1 Samuel 15:22-23; Luke 11:28; 1 Peter 4:17) 

2. In what ways to these parables on the last days make points about judgment and/or 
“being ready”? 

a. The thief in the night (24:43-44) 
b. The faithful and wise servant (Matthew 24:45-51) 
c. The ten maidens (25:1-13)  
d. The talents (Matthew 25:14-29) (Note what happens when one is terrified by the 

prospect of judgment; he does nothing!) 
e. The sheep and the goats (25:31-46) 

3. The last parable is really a vision. It marks the last teaching of in Jesus’ public ministry. 
What is the key verse in this teaching to you, and why did you choose that verse? 

 
Further Study: (Matthew 24:45-51; 25:14-29) 

1. The faithful and wise servant (Matthew 24:45-51) 
2. The talents (Matthew 25:14-29) (Note what happens when one is terrified by the prospect 

of judgment; he does nothing!) 
3. What do the scriptures tell us about obedience? (there are several references for starters 

see: Proverbs 21:3; 1 Samuel 15:22-23; Luke 11:28; 1 Peter 4:17) 
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